
Healing Through the Word – Week 15 – “A Divine Interruption” - Brent W. 

Doyle, Jr. 

On the drive to class tonight, I was “adjusted” to a new place to begin. Over and 

over on the drive I was reminded of, meditated on, and mulled over Galatians 3:13, 

14 which generally advises us from what we have been redeemed – the curse of the 

Law, and then I was highlighting with the specifics: 

Galatians 3:13, 14 – “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having 

become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a 

tree”), 14 that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ 

Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”   

Praise God, we read that and often just move on, but what exactly are the curses of 

the Law? – For it is only in full realization of from what we have been redeemed 

that we can truly be thankful and grateful to the extent to which we should. The 

following is only a partial list, I just couldn’t read on any further as I was 

overwhelmed. All these curses and more we have been redeemed from because 

Christ became a curse for us.  

Remember when Jesus stated that as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 

so too would He… John 3:14. Remember Numbers 21 where all who looked upon 

the fiery serpent that Moses lifted up on a pole were healed. Jesus just connected 

those two events, the type and the reality. Remember that He who knew no sin, 

BECAME sin for us… 2 Corinthians 5:21 that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him! This is how we have been redeemed. This is what 

we have been redeemed from:   

Deuteronomy 28:16-46 – “Cursed shall you be in the city, and 

cursed shall you be in the country. 

17 “Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 

18 “Cursed shall be the [e]fruit of your body and the produce of your land, the 

increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flocks. 

19 “Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go 

out. 

20 “The Lord will send on you cursing, confusion, and rebuke in all that you set 

your hand to do, until you are destroyed and until you perish quickly, because of 

the wickedness of your doings in which you have forsaken Me. 21 The Lord will 
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make the [f]plague cling to you until He has consumed you from the land which you 

are going to possess. 22 The Lord will strike you with consumption, with fever, with 

inflammation, with severe burning fever, with the sword, with scorching,[g] and 

with mildew; they shall pursue you until you perish. 23 And your heavens 

which are over your head shall be bronze, and the earth which is under you shall 

be iron. 24 The Lord will change the rain of your land to powder and dust; from the 

heaven it shall come down on you until you are destroyed. 

25 “The Lord will cause you to be defeated before your enemies; you shall go out 

one way against them and flee seven ways before them; and you shall 

become [h]troublesome to all the kingdoms of the earth. 26 Your carcasses shall be 

food for all the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and no one shall 

frighten them away. 27 The Lord will strike you with the boils of Egypt, with tumors, 

with the scab, and with the itch, from which you cannot be healed. 28 The Lord will 

strike you with madness and blindness and confusion of heart. 29 And you 

shall grope at noonday, as a blind man gropes in darkness; you shall not prosper 

in your ways; you shall be only oppressed and plundered continually, and no one 

shall save you. 

30 “You shall betroth a wife, but another man shall lie with her; you shall build a 

house, but you shall not dwell in it; you shall plant a vineyard, but shall not gather 

its grapes. 31 Your ox shall be slaughtered before your eyes, but you shall not eat of 

it; your donkey shall be violently taken away from before you, and shall not be 

restored to you; your sheep shall be given to your enemies, and you shall have no 

one to rescue them. 32 Your sons and your daughters shall be given to another 

people, and your eyes shall look and fail with longing for them all day long; 

and there shall be [i]no strength in your hand. 33 A nation whom you have not 

known shall eat the fruit of your land and the produce of your labor, and you shall 

be only oppressed and crushed continually. 34 So you shall be driven mad because 

of the sight which your eyes see. 35 The Lord will strike you in the knees and on the 

legs with severe boils which cannot be healed, and from the sole of your foot to the 

top of your head. 

36 “The Lord will bring you and the king whom you set over you to a nation which 

neither you nor your fathers have known, and there you shall serve other gods—

wood and stone. 37 And you shall become an[j] astonishment, a proverb, and a 

byword among all nations where the Lord will drive you. 
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38 “You shall carry much seed out to the field but gather little in, for the locust 

shall [k]consume it. 39 You shall plant vineyards and tend them, but you shall 

neither drink of the wine nor gather the grapes; for the worms shall eat 

them. 40 You shall have olive trees throughout all your territory, but you shall not 

anoint yourself with the oil; for your olives shall drop off. 41 You shall beget sons 

and daughters, but they shall not be yours; for they shall go into 

captivity. 42 Locusts shall [l]consume all your trees and the produce of your land. 

43 “The alien who is among you shall rise higher and higher above you, and you 

shall come down lower and lower. 44 He shall lend to you, but you shall not lend to 

him; he shall be the head, and you shall be the tail. 

45 “Moreover all these curses shall come upon you and pursue and overtake you, 

until you are destroyed, because you [m]did not obey the voice of the Lord your 

God, to keep His commandments and His statutes which He commanded 

you. 46 And they shall be upon you for a sign and a wonder, and on your 

descendants forever.” 

Stop! Enough is enough!  

All this we have been redeemed from and more. Now go back and read Galatians 

3:14 again – “that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ 

Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”   

However, we know that we now have a better Covenant on top of the Abrahamic 

Covenant, a Covenant with better promises because we have Christ as the better 

Mediator. The “Cliff’s Notes” version in that we have been redeemed from the 

curse of the Law is that we have been redeemed from the 2nd death, poverty, 

sickness, and disease and have been given great and precious promises from our 

Redeemer. Hallelujah, give Him the praise and glory due His Name! Believe it and 

proclaim it and live it out!      

And now… 

Picking up where we left off from last week concerning the baptism with the Holy 

Spirit –  

Clarity: There are tongues, and then, there are tongues – There are tongues –  

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 lists the ministry gifts of the Spirit, of which we are 

admonished not to be ignorant. One of those 9 gifts mentioned is tongues, the 

manifestation of which requires another gift of the Spirit, the gift of interpretation. 
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There are diversities of these gifts and differences of ministries, but the same Spirit 

distributes these gifts as He wills.  

1 Corinthians 14:1-5 instructs us regarding the gifts of the Spirit, that tongues with 

interpretation are equivalent to prophesy – which speaks to edification, 

exhortation, and comfort. New Testament prophecy is not speaking to future 

events, it is not predictive, that would be the spiritual gift of a word of knowledge 

and perhaps a word of wisdom, perhaps a combination. Old Testament Prophesy 

was mostly foretelling while New Testament Prophesy is forth telling. 

And then there are the ecstatic utterances of tongues we’ve seen with the baptism 

with the Holy Spirit, and tongues that is referred to as praying in tongues. Our 

discussion is not concerning the ministry gift of the Spirit of tongues, but with the 

ecstatic utterances and praying in tongues.    

Some too would contend that 1 Corinthians 13 ended all tongues –  

1 Corinthians 13:8-10 “Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they 

will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it 

will vanish away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that 

which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.” 

Some nay sayers would say that the “perfect,” the Bible, has come, that caused all 

tongues, to “cease.” If that is true, then contextually, knowledge must also have 

vanished then as well, right? – evidently it has for them. However, that word 

“perfect” is the same Greek word used when Jesus said, “It is finished,” – “telios,” 

mature, complete, finished, not the word “biblia,” which is Greek the word for 

Bible.  

Some too, will attempt to simply say that when you are water baptized or when 

you are saved, you automatically have received the baptism with the Spirit, which 

can happen almost simultaneously – baptism into Christ, salvation, is always first, 

but then these folks separate the multiple witnesses of the initial evidence of 

tongues from the baptism with the Spirit. Being just intellectually honest, how is it 

possible to acknowledge the baptism with the Spirit while at the same time 

disposing of Biblical evidence of it? Disposing of evidence… isn’t that a felony?      

Prayer in tongues edifies you and builds you up on your holy faith: 



1 Corinthians 14:2, 4 “2 For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but 

to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. 
4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself,”  

An oddity – I was once deeply seeking the Lord for a major decision about taking a 

poor paying part time job when I knew I would become a pastor. I was praying in 

tongues when it changed into the ministry gift of tongues after which I was given 

the interpretation. The decision was totally against all human wisdom and logic, 

but my obedience to it brought financial blessing for many years later even after I 

had left the job to become a staffed pastor. Obedience puts us in position to receive 

God’s blessings.     

Jude 20 “20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, 

praying in the Holy Spirit,” 

Some might say that this does not mean praying in tongues, but if that is true, what 

do we do with Romans 8:26? “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. 

For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself 

makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” 

Groanings literally, too deep to be uttered in articulate speech.  

Given all this, do we, can we, really believe that this has somehow ended? Does 

God not still want you to edify yourself and build yourself up on your most holy 

faith?  Does God not want you to speak to Him – read that 1 Corinthians 14 verse 

again, “For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God.” The 

Promise is for you, for all who will believe!   

New Testament commands aren’t suggestions. They are for us to become effective 

witnesses unto Him with power to grow the Kingdom. The question is whether we 

will allow the Word and the Spirit of God to move us out of our comfort zones in 

every area or will we insulate ourselves with excuses and half-truths about Jesus’ 

love for us?   

If we’re into avoiding discomfort, we’re also into avoiding growth. The cross is an 

offense. There are no “safe spaces” in the body of Christ other than in obedience. If 

Christ is the vine and we’re the branches which He said the Husbandman prunes, 

snip, snip, no that’s not fun. A branch that seeks comfort rather than accepting the 

discomfort of pruning will limit the harvest the husbandman is able to produce 

through it. That’s not being a profitable servant. Momentary discomfort, however, 

becomes joy, because four times in John 14 and 15, Jesus makes the point that if 



we really do love Him, we will obey Him and conversely that if we don’t obey 

Him, we really don’t love Him. 

During Christ’s time on earth from the resurrection to the ascension He was seen 

by over 500 people. Yet after His ascension apparently only 120 returned to 

Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives and made their way to the upper room for the 

7 days before the Day of Pentecost had fully come:   

1 Corinthians 15:6 – “After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at 

once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen 

asleep.”      

Acts 1:15 – “And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples 

(altogether the number of names was about a hundred and twenty)…”   

Were 380 people who saw Christ during His 40 days on earth ignorant of His 

commands concerning the baptism with the Holy Spirit when He ascended, or were 

they just no shows? No one really knows the answer to that, and no one really 

knows if perhaps they were in the later crowds who received the baptism with the 

Spirit. This is all about obedience and love, period and the only question left is 

what we will do with this.   

Continuing on: 

Please remember as I have stressed before, don’t EVER accept my word on any of 

this. See what the Word says. Be like the Bereans: 

Acts 17:11 – “These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that 

they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find 

out whether these things were so.”  

Romans 12:1, 2 – “…that you may prove what is that good and that acceptable 

and perfect will of God.” To those who are unsure or uncertain about God’s will to 

heal – There is no qualification here to the word “prove” that omits healing. – We 

need to camp out here, face the Spirit and Word and allow the Spirit of Truth to 

transform and renew our minds concerning His good, acceptable, and perfect will.  

Luke 13: 10-16 

Hebrews 7:22 

Hebrews 8:6  



Acts 1:6 “But you shall receive power…” 

Romans 1:16, 17 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power 

of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the *Jew first and also for the 

Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is 

written, “The just shall live by faith.” 

1 Corinthians 2:4-5 “4 And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive 

words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 that 

your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” 

We are to live in the power of salvation by faith, from faith to faith revealing 

God’s righteousness in the process. The goal of our speech and preaching is to be a 

demonstration of the Spirit and power that our faith should be in the power of God 

and not man’s wisdom.  

Back to Matthew - 

Matthew 10:1, 7, 8– “And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He 

gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of 

sickness and all kinds of disease.” 

“7And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8 Heal the 

sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, 

freely give.”  

Is this getting monotonous yet? What I want it to be is fully persuasive, fully 

convincing.  

And once again, when John was in prison and even John, who leapt in his mother’s 

womb at the Christ’s presence in Mary’s womb, John who heard the voice of the 

Lord confirming His well-beloved Son, and saw the Spirit descend as a dove upon 

Christ doubted and sent two of his disciples to Jesus to enquire. Now listen to how 

Jesus answered the question:  

Matthew 11:2-5 “And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, 

he sent two of his disciples 3 and said to Him, ‘Are You the Coming One, or do we 

look for another?’ 

4 Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Go and tell John the things which you hear 

and see: 5 The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf 

hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them.’”  



Religiously Offended: 

Pay particular attention to these next verses for it is what those who have preached 

the full gospel then and now often experience from those who condemn this 

message: 

Matthew 12:9-14 – “Now when He had departed from there, He went into their 

synagogue. 10 And behold, there was a man who had a withered hand. And they 

asked Him, saying, ‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?’—that they might accuse 

Him. 

11 Then He said to them, ‘What man is there among you who has one sheep, and if 

it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not lay hold of it and lift it out? 12 Of how 

much more value then is a man than a sheep? Therefore it is lawful to do good on 

the Sabbath.’ 13 Then He said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ And he 

stretched it out, and it was restored as whole as the other. 14 Then the Pharisees 

went out and plotted against Him, how they might destroy Him.’” 

This full gospel message still ruffles feathers. Controlling people today still shoot 

down people who take the Word of God literally. This kind of control diminishes 

the power of the Blood of Jesus and the power of the Cross and the resurrection. 

This kind of control diminishes the call of those who are to do the work of the 

ministry, rather than encouraging them to believe and to take God at His Word. I 

have been condemned by those who said I blasphemed because I said that John 

14:12 was true for me and for all who believe. 

This is for free – A Biblical Interpretive Principle: Wherever possible take the 

Word of God literally and only take it figuratively where it cannot possibly be 

taken literally. When Jesus said He was the door, He didn’t mean that He had 

hinges and a doorknob, did He? When He held up the unleavened Bread and cup of 

wine, He didn’t transform them into His literal flesh and blood, that would be 

cannibalism wouldn’t it? Besides, the council of believers in Jerusalem would later 

confirm and forbid blood. When Jesus said that He was the way, the truth, and the 

life, that was literal, there is no 2nd or 3rd way.   

John 14:12, 13 – “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works 

that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to 

My Father. 13 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father 

may be glorified in the Son.”  

Pause and consider that. 



 


